FIGHTING FOR MY LIFE 
Queer activism 


can change the world 
by Lenore LeMay 

A young gay man was talking to me the other 
day. He said that his partner wanted them to get 
married but that he himself did not want to fight 
for the right to do that. He felt that if change was 
_2oing to happen, it just would, and he 
acknowledged that he did not feel comfortable 
being political and signing petitions to make 
change. 

His words really struck me. I didn’t understand 


that if we want to have the same rights as 
everyone else, we have to fight for them. 

Feminists were the first to say that the 
personal is political. And this is precisely why I 
am a queer activist today. I am fighting for my 
life! I strongly believe that the quality of my 
life and the lives of other queers will not 
change unless I and we make change happen. 
No one is going to do it for us. Straight people 
can be our allies, but no one cares as deeply, or 
knows the issues as well as we do. So this puts 
us in the perfect and obvious position of doing 
it ourselves. 

I believe in activism. Activism to me means 
acting on something. And there ate so many 


him at all. My belief ts that nothing ever changes 
on its own. As gays and lesbians we have 
struggled long and hard to get where we are. 
Nothing has been handed to us. My conviction ts 
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ways to do this. Activism means standing up 
and saying when something isn’t right; having 
the courage to go against the grain; risking 
saying something that isn’t popular; demanding 
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to be heard, treated with dignity, to have 
rights, and to have justice and fairness for 
everyone. 

To challenge the power structure is to be 
active. As an activist I vote and encourage 
others to do the same. I work for the political 
party that has a feminist, pro-choice agenda, 
that works to ensure my rights; that works to 
eradicate racism, sexism, poor-bashing and 
homophobia, and believes in a social safety net 
that includes adequately funded and accessible 
health care, education and welfare with 
dignity. 

Every day as I interact with people, I find 
there are so many opportunities to be active. I 
come out whenever I can and talk about my 
partner and our lives together. I use everyday 
discussions to interject the realities of gay and 
lesbian life and our lack of basic civil rights. I 
refuse to laugh—and I express my 
displeasure—at jokes that are sexist, racist or 
homophobic. 

Being active also means that I am a visible, 
proud part of my community. I volunteer and 
participate in committees, marches, parades 
and demonstrations. I use my power as a 
consumer to speak for me as well by 
supporting queer-owned and friendly 
businesses, and subsequently boycotting 
businesses that discriminate or show 
indifference to our struggle. I write letters to 
the editors of newspapers and magazines 
expressing my opinions, as well as letters to 
politicians in all levels of governments 
expressing my outrage at unfair, immoral 
policies or, when appropriate, appreciation for 
their support. 

Feminism also gave me the awateness to be 
able to link oppressions and recognize that 
when one group in our society lacks basic 


human rights and protection of their rights, 
the rights of all are weakened or in jeopardy. 
As queer people, not only do we need to work 
to protect our own rights, but we also need to 
fight against poor-bashing, sexism and racism, 
because horrible, destructive myths and lies 
exist about these groups just the same as they 
do about us. And the reason for these lies is 
the same: to maintain the status quo and to 
divide and conquer. 

I am active in my community because, 
quite simply, I want to change the world. I 
want to live in a world where everyone has 
enough, where we take care of one another, 
where we ate compassionate, where everyone 
is treated equally, where as a lesbian I am not 
denied my rights, am not invisible, excluded, 
hated and lied about. 

Changing the world can feel so 
overwhelming that being active helps me feel 
like I am making a difference. It also enriches 
my life and gives me a sense of hope and 
some semblance of control. 

I feel empowered when I am being active. 
It connects me to a community of caring and 
committed people. It also gives me a sense of 
shared history and struggle with all of the 
courageous queers who came before, who 
fought and sacrificed to pave the way for me. 
It allows me to feel a deeper, more intimate 
connection to what is the best in humanity. 

I believe wholeheartedly, especially after 
seeing Archbishop Desmond Tutu, that one 
voice can make a profound difference. We 
cannot be complacent. We must continue to 
fight, not only to further our civil rights, but 
to protect the precious ground that has 
already been gained. 

I am a queer activist because I love doing 
it! Join me. 
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from an interview nith Lindy Pratch 

Maureen Irwin has been a social activist in 
Edmonton’s gay and lesbian community for - 
almost 20 years. In 1993 she was one of 20 
Canadians to receive the Canada Volunteer 
Award Medal and Certificate of Honour. On 
Michael Phait’s suggestion, journalist Wendy 
Koenig had nominated Maureen for the 
distinction, which recognized 27 years of 
volunteer service. 

When contacted by phone about winning the 
awards and to make arrangements for attending 
the ceremony, Maureen made it clear she had a 
same-sex spouse. That wasn’t a problem. She 
and Sheryl were flown to Ottawa and put up in 
a fancy hotel for four days of wining and 
dining. “It was very nice,” says Maureen, “but it 
didn’t mean that much to me. One award that 
meant the most to me was the Silver Thank 
You Badge of the Girl Guides of Canada. It can 
only be given by people you work with in 
Guides.” 

Maureen says the awards given to her in 
Ottawa were for things that she considers to be 
just her everyday life. “I’m not saying people 
shouldn’t get awards, but everybody does so 
much. I think we should always be saying to 
each other, “You did a good job’ and show our 
appreciation that way. The reason more gays 
and lesbians aren’t getting awards is that they 
aren’t being nominated for them. 

“When I got back to Edmonton, Dave Hicks 
said, ‘Well, if you’ve been honoured across 
Canada, you should have an award in 
Edmonton named after you.’ But then it 
became embarrassing. I go down to GLCCE 
and introduce myself (Hi, I’m Maureen Irwin) 
and I expect the woman to tell me her name 


but, instead, she says, ‘Oh I didn’t know I would 
ever meet youl!’ I told them last year they could 
take my name off the award. I think it would be 
just as good to call it the lesbian of the year 
award or something. Michael has gone on to 
maintain a high profile, but I was always a 
worker. I did the newsletters. I licked the stamps. 
I typed the stuff. I mailed out 10,000 of this; I 
packaged up 40,000 of that. I never did anything 
I didn’t enjoy doing. I did it all having a good 
time. All I’ve done is had a good time.” 

Maureen says she’s not “a mover and shaker,” 
just someone who gets things done. “I’m the kind 
of person that’s the glue that keeps an 
organization together.” Organizations that have 
benefited from her efforts include little league 
softball, Common Woman Books, Boyle Street 
Co-op, the Gay Alliance Toward Equality, Urban . 
Manor, Womonspace, the MS Society, Canadian 
Diabetes Society, Edmonton Social Planning 
Council, Gay and Lesbian -Awareness Society of 
Edmonton (GALA), and Edmontonians 
Networking Discreetly (END Club). 

Maureen co-ordinated the 1990 conference 
“Flaunting It—A Question of Gays, Lesbians 
and Human Rights.” She has often been a public 
speaker, educating church groups and students in 
secondary school, college and university about 
sexual orientation and the need for equality. 
Maureen has done many radio and television 
interviews and been a guest on phone-in shows. 
She co-ordinated dances for Womonspace and 
for GALA and served on the Pride Day 
committee for four years. 

Although she already had been a social activist, 
the raid on Pisces Health Spa in 1981 made 
Maureen a gay and lesbian activist. It was the first 
time she gave money to a cause—the Privacy 
Defence Fund. 

“T was on the boatd of GATE for two years, 
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about the same time as Womonspace was 
being formed and all the women were leaving 
GATE. I thought it was really important for 
men and women in the community to work 
together.” It wasn’t that she was sorry to see 
the split. “I thought there could be two 
organizations to do two different things. 
GATE had a mandate to serve both men and 
women and I was attempting to do that [as a 
counsellor] so that’s why I stayed with GATE. 
I was also a member of Womonspace right 
neat the beginning, so I saw nothing wrong 
with Womonspace providing recreational and 
social activities. 

“I see now, through distance’s eyes, that it’s 
much better for women to have theit own 
separate organizations where they are listened 
to. There’s a real difference between what men 
need and what women need, even in gay and 
lesbian issues. Lesbians have been put on trial 
in the last few years and judges have asked 
them about sodomy. There’s a total 
misunderstanding of us. We don’t have the 
same agenda before the courts as men do, so 
we have to be careful about what we are 
asking for. 

“When Womonspace first started out it 
wasn’t just social. There were activists in there, 
too, and it made it a different kind of 
organization. They made vatious presentations 
having to do with child custody, for example. I 
wanted to be a part of that kind of an 
organization. But that didn’t mean I couldn’t 
be a part of GATE, too. I felt I contributed a 
unique thing to GATE because there was no 
other 40-year-old lesbian there who had been 
married and had kids.” 

About her 32 years of volunteer work, 
Mauteen says, “You meet the best people 
volunteering. The people are really motivated 


and really do things.” She distinguishes 
between activists and volunteers. “To be an 
activist, all you have to be is somebody who 1s 
upset with the status quo. If you think the 
world is fine, then you go out skiing and you 
don’t have to do anything to change it. But if 
you are not satisfied with the way things are... 
for me it is not enough to sit and complain 
about it. You have to do things about it. And I 
think most people are like that. Well, the 
people who volunteer are like that. Maybe it’s 
in your genes. I’m upset with discrimination 
and so I’m a social activist. 

“Tm going to apply for Sheryl’s pension 
(CPP) as a same-sex spouse. The $117/month 
that I will get from it will not make me rich, 
and I would only get it for about eight months 
because I will soon turn 65. But where it will 
make a difference is for the next person who 
applies for it and who might really need the 
money. We have to think not just for ourselves 
but for everyone. I don’t have money to go to 
court if I don’t win, but I have to try.” 

Maureen thinks that being out every day is 
much more important than taking part in a 
march once a year. “When I started out in 
GALA, 12 or 15 years ago, we were asking 
people, “Can we have our rights, pleaser’ The 
15-year-olds coming in to GLCCE today are 
not saying that. They are saying, “These are out 
rights. We demand them.’ Kids in high schools 
ate taking same-sex dates to proms. They have 
a different expectation. They want equality and 
they want it zow. But the bottom line is, a lot of 
people went through a lot of shit so that [gays 
and lesbians] can be where we are today.” 

Maureen is someone who has truly made a 
difference, but she shrugs it off as just a part of 
living her life. 

“ve just wanted to have a better world.” 
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WHAT | SHOULD'VE SAID: 
Articulate responses to 
homophobic lies and rhetoric 


by Robin Kane, Pubkc Information Manager, 
National (U.S.) Gay ¢» Lesbian Task Force 

Right-wing opponents to civil rights for gay, 
lesbian and bisexual people use similar 
arguments and rhetoric, whether they’re in 
Alberta or Alabama. Here are some ideas on 
how to respond to their erroneous allegations. 

1. “Homosexuals are already covered under the 
Constitution just Lke the rest of us. What they want 
are SPECIAL RIGHTS. We oppose SPECIAL 
RIGHTS for homosexuals.” 

Response: The right wing rhetoric of 
“special rights” skews the issue. ‘The right to 
get and keep a job based on merit is not a 
special right. Equal access to housing is not a 
special right. Renting a hotel room and being 
served food in a restaurant are not special 
rights. The right to have and raise children 
without the government seizing them is not a 
special right. The right to walk down a street 
and not get attacked because of who you are 
and whom you love is not a special right. Gay 
and lesbian people want the same rights 
guaranteed to all citizens. However, without 
civil rights laws which specifically ban 
discrimination based on sexual orientation, gay 
people can lose their jobs, their homes, and 
their families and be refused service at public 
accommodations simply because they are 
gay—with no legal recourse. Right-wing 
zealots who speak of special rights want the 
very special right to discriminate against those 
they hate. They want “special righteousness.” 

2. “Local ordinances for gay men and lesbians force 
the rest of us to hve against our religious bekefs. We're 


entitled to our rights, too.” 

Response: Extending civil rights to one sector 
of society does not withdraw rights from another. 
Most civil rights ordinances provide exemptions 
for religious institutions. In addition, many gay 
and lesbian members of various religious 
denominations are organizing within their faith so 
that religious institutions may become more 
accepting of the diversity of their following. 

3. “They want to be treated ike a minority, Re an 
ethnic minority. We know they’re not because they never 
rode in the back of the bus and they are not economtcally 
deprived. Studies show that gay men have more disposable 
income than the rest of Americans.” 

Response: Gay men and lesbians are a 
numerical minority. Like ethnic minorities, we do 
face job loss, eviction, non-service at public 
accommodations, and the loss of our children 
simply because of who we are. And, like.pther 
minorities, gay people face harassment, physical 
assault and murder based on an assailant’s hatred 
against us as a group. A Department of Justice 
study reported that “homosexuals are the most 
frequent victims” of hate crime. “Minority status” 
affords no benefits to anyone; rather it provides 
guidelines to attempt to redress the inequalities 
that impair the exercise of constitutionally 
guaranteed freedoms, including equal protection 
under the law. The constitution says that all 
people are created equal—that must include gay 
and lesbian people as well. 

4: “Homosexuals lead an abominable lifestyle. People 
who care about traditional family values must not 
encourage the open expression of this sexual depravity.” 

Response: Discrimination is the abomination, 
not gay and lesbian people. The family values we 
uphold are support, love, understanding and 
respect between family members. Discrimination 
and bigotry are not traditional family values. 

5. “You can’t let gays be near children; since they can’t 
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reproduce, they recrutt. And they are all pedophiles.” 

Response: Statistics show that the vast 
majority of sexual abuse is committed by men 
against women, usually within the heterosexual 
family structure. Pedophiles are criminals who 
derive illicit pleasure from sexual abuse of 
children, and whose adult sexual attractions are 
almost always to members of the opposite sex. 
Most sexual abuse of children occurs at the 
hands of parents or relatives. Lies perpetuate 
stereotypes that are then used to deny gay 
people our rights. It is wrong to deny us our 
rights based on these myths. 

6. “Gay people want to force their lifestyle on us 
and take away our rights.” 

Response: Civil rights laws that include 
lesbian and gay people do not limit the rights 
of others. Instead, they extend to gays and 
lesbians the same rights already enjoyed by 
most citizens—the right to obtain and keep 
employment based on ability to do the job; the 
right to equal access to housing; the right to 
raise their children; and the right to live free of 
violence. There is no so-called “gay lifestyle.” 
Gay men and lesbians are members of every 
social class; religious faith; ethnic group; 
occupation; and political affiliation. Gay people 
ate not interested in forcing anything on 
anyone, just the opposite. We demand the 
freedom to live our lives with the same 
freedoms and rights that are accorded to 
others, without fear that our liberty will be 
usurped by far-right bigots and religious 
intolerance. 

7. ‘What this is really leading to are marriage 
Licences for gay men and lesbians, joint benefits, child 
adoptions, formalized domestic relationships, and the 
destruction of the American family. This is wrong.” 

Response: Civil rights laws including gays 
and lesbians do not automatically grant us the 


right to marry. While the religious extremists 
perpetuate the stereotype of all gay people as 
sexually promiscuous individuals, society 
denies us recognition of our committed unions. 
Gay people are struggling to gain basic employ- 
ment benefits for spouses equivalent to our 
heterosexual co-workers in their committed 
relationships. 

8. “What about bisexuals? They sometimes pretend 
to be normal heterosexual people, but they engage in the 
same abnormal, unhealthy sexual practices as 
homosexuals. Bisexuals are getting AIDS from 
homosexual sex and then spreading tt throughout the 
heterosexual communtty.” 

Response: Bisexual men and women live, 
work, and organize within the gay and lesbian 
community and in the larger human rights 
community. Lesbians, gay men, and bi people 
ate all targets of the same oppression, excused 
on the basis that we value sexual and 
affectional relationships with members of the 
same gender. AIDS is the cumulative effect of 
immunosuppression exacerbated by the 
presence of a virus (HIV) that critically impairs 
the ability of the body to keep itself well. 
Viruses do not target specific people or 
discriminate on the basis of sexual orientation. 
9: “Freedom of speech allows us to say what we think 
of homosexuals.” 

Response: While the right wing demands 
the right to speak out against homosexuality, it 
is simultaneously running well-financed cam- 
paigns to censor and squelch positive images 
of gay and lesbian people on television, in 
schools, and in the arts. The hatred and lies 
that right-wing organizations spew create a 
hostile environment for gay and lesbian people. 
Their rhetoric bolsters the hatred expressed by 
the bigots who physically attack gay men and 
lesbians. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
Groups and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton) 1s located in suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. Office hours 9 am to noon 
Monday to Friday and 7-10 pm for drop-in, 
peer support counselling and library services. 
Films on Wednesdays. 488-3234. Peer support 
as also available through email; 
glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 
website: www.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/glcce 


Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the University 
of Alberta. Thursdays 5:30-6 pm. 

Gaywire lesbian, gay & bisexual radio 
show on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6:30-7 pm. 

Sonic Sisters women’s music radio 
program on FM 88.5. Saturdays 7-8 pm. 

Lambda Christian Community 
evangelical lesbigay church; worship 7 pM 
Sundays, 11148-84 Ave. 474-0753. 

Metropolitan Community Church 
weekly worship, McDougall United Church, 
10086 MacDonald Drive (riverside entrance), 
Sundays at 1 pm—with children’s church 
school available—and at 7:15 pm. Youth 
Group on Tuesdays at 7 pm. Also at 
McDougall, AFFIRM United meets at 7:30 
pM the last Saturday of each month. Call Tess 
or Phyllis at 474-0862. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
welcomes lesbians and gays. Services of union 
available. Sunday services at 10:30 am, 12530- 
110 Ave. 454-8073. 


Youth Understanding Youth: a 
fellowship of gays, lesbians, bisexuals and 
transgenders, aged 25 and under, meets Saturdays 
from 8-10 pm at GLCCE. All youth welcome. 
488-3234. 

Classics, a social group for lesbians over 40, 
meets on the first Sunday of the month at 2 pm. If 
you ate interested, call Donna at 456-1008. 

PFLAG/T Edmonton: support and 
education for patents, families and friends of 
lesbians /gays /bisexuals /transgenders. Meets the 
3rd Tuesday of each month, 7:30 pm., GLCCE. 
Call Lynne at 462-5958. 

Northern Titans Gay & Lesbian 
Bowling Association meets for 10 pin every 
Saturday at 4:45 pm. Pins and Cues (Westmount). 
$12. A group supper outing after bowling is also 
organized each week. Call Garry, 426-6311. 

Out & Out (O’) Outdoor and recreation 
group. Anyone interested in curling with ©’, call 
Lance at 479-5308. Free-To-Be recreational 
volleyball; call Rick at 497-7585. If competitive 
level volleyball is your thing, call Geoff at 420- 
6698. Rivervalley cross-country skiers; call Mike, 
988-6402 or Peter, 434-4712. 

Outreach is a University of Alberta group for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered students, 
staff and faculty. Email: outreach@ 
gpu.srv.ualberta.ca. 


Hangouts: 

Bagel Tree Cafe - 10345 Whyte Ave. 
Buddy’s - Upstairs pub; 10112-124 Street. 
Jazzberrys Too Cafe - 10116-124 Street. 
The Roost - Private club at 10345-104 Street. 
Secrets - Women’s bar at 10249-107 Street. 


Womonspace is online! Check out our web page at 


http://www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 
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CALENDAR OF EWENTS: 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31 

New Year’s Eve Black and White Gala 
Wear your black and white party clothes and 
toast 1999 with some champagne. Secrets Bar 
& Grill, 10249-107 Street. Tickets $5 in 
advance, $7 at the door ($10 for couples). 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 3, Noon 

Womonspace News Meeting 

Bagel Tree Cafe, 10345 Whyte Ave. Deadline 
for submission for the February issue on the 
topic “Cyber Dykes /Lesbians Online.” 


MONDAY, JANUARY 4, 7:30 pm 
Womonspace Board Meeting 

At GLCCE, suite 103, 10612-124 Street. 
Members are always welcome. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 8 pm 

Rainbow Business Association 
Gay-friendly business owners meet the second 
Tuesday of every month at the Garage Burger 
Bar, 10242-106 Street. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 15, after 4 Pm 

Teachers Social/Support Group 
Monthly gathering of gay and lesbian 
Edmonton and area teachers. Second Cup, 
11210 Jasper Ave. Call Barrie; 432-9144 or 
Grant; 432-1660. 


Gay & Lesbian Info Line: 
482-2855 


Womonspace:48 2 ~1794 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 16, 9 pm -1 am 
Womonspace Dance 

Dance away those winter blues! An event for 
women only. Alberta Avenue Hall, 9210-118 
Avenue. Smoking will be permitted. (Pzase 
note: this dance was previously advertised as a non- 
smoking event. We apologize for the error.) 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 19, 7:30 pm 

PFLAG/T Monthly Meeting 

Support meeting at GLCCE, suite 103, 10612- 
124 St. Everyone welcome. Call 462-5958. 


WEDNESDAYS, FEBRUARY 3-MARCH 24, 

1:30-9:30 pm 

Women’s Coming Out Group 

An eight-week facilitated discussion group for 
lesbians and bisexuals to learn from each 
other, to become more knowledgeable and 
more comfortable with themselves and to live 
in pride and confidence. GLCCE, suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. Please pre-register by calling 
488-3234. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, Noon 

Womonspace News Meeting 

Stop in and say hello to the newsletter dykes 
at the Bagel Tree Cafe, 10345 Whyte Ave. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 

Peer Counselling Training 

For anyone who is interested in volunteering 
at the Gay & Lesbian Community Centre. 
Peer counsellors are not trained therapists. 
They are members of the GLBT community 
who talk (phone or in person) to other 
members of the community. GLCCE, suite 
103, 10612-124 Street. Please pre-register by 
calling 488-3234. 
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EQUAL ALBERTA-EDMONTON 


by Juke C. Lloyd 

So, I bet each of you remember 
exactly where you were and what you 
were doing when the Supreme Court 
of Canada decision was handed 
down in the Delwin Vriend case. I 
bet you also remember the aftermath. 

Those days that seemed like 
years—all that hatred directed at us 
from the religious extremists. 

You probably remember the press release the 
Conservative government issued, announcing it 
would allow gays and lesbians to be included in 
Alberta’s human rights legislation. It went on to 
say that a committee of four MLAs from the 
Conservative party would be charged with 
reviewing the legislation in force in Alberta and 
determining if any “legislative fences” needed to 
be constructed to “protect” such legislation from 
the implications of the Vriend decision. 

A few members of our community met with 
this “fences” committee to try to learn what they 
were planning to do. The members of the 
committee were not very forthcoming, but did 
tell us they planned to engage in some form of 
“broad-based public consultation” before any 
steps would be taken to amend legislation. They 
also advise that this process wsould probably be 
undertaken in December or January. 

This information was rather alarming. The 
government was planning to develop perhaps 
some kind of a questionnaire to determine what 
“average Albertans” think about us and our 
rights. You will recall that our Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms guarantees to every citizen the 
right to equal protection and benefit of the laws 
of this country and the laws of this province. The 
Charter protects this right regardless of what any 


given electorate might think on a given day. 

As odious as it seemed, it was apparent to 
our little group that if such a public 
consultation were going to happen 
we would have to be ready to 
participate in some way. Public 
discussion of lesbian and gay rights, 
as we have seen in recent history, 
tends to involve a fair amount of 
misinformation and feat-mongering. 
It seemed important to be ready to 
ptovide some grist for the publicity 

mill and some accurate information once the 
issues of our rights hit the fan. 

Since that meeting this past summer, a group 
of about 40 people have been working darned 
hard to collect information and devise strategies 
to educate the public at large, to educate our 
own community and to identify allies who can 
speak in support of our issues when they arise. 

We have been kicking around names. Equal 
Alberta - Edmonton is the working title of the 
group right now. 

The group is preparing to be ready to 
respond quickly to any public consultation 
initiative begun by the Alberta government. In 
addition, we continue to put together 
information and strategies to lobby and 
advocate in a more general way for equal rights 
for lesbian and gay Albertans. 

There are many talented people who have 
thrown their energy behind this effort and there 
has been much excellent work done to date. 
There is much more excellent work to be done. 

In Alberta, lesbians and gays are now 
included in human rights protections. We can 
file a complaint with the provincial human 
rights commission if we ate evicted from an 
apartment or fired from a job for being gay or 
lesbian. However, we are still excluded from so 
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many of the laws in Alberta—and this causes 
hardship every day. 

Non-biological mothers cannot adopt their 
partner’s children and so remain legal strangers 
to the children they raise. Pension benefits 
cannot be extended to same-sex spouses, even 
if an employer wants to extend such benefits. 
Same-sex partners cannot claim spousal 
support if they have suffered financial hardship 
as a result of a relationship. Perhaps most 
importantly, by excluding members of our 
community from the laws the government of 
this province continutes to send the message 
that discriminating against gays and lesbians is 
acceptable. This message continues to 
encourage hatred and, sadly, even violence 
against members of our community. ‘This 
message also continues to take its toll on all of 
us. 

If any readers would like to get involved we 
would love to have your help. Please give me a 
call at 497-7755. Enthusiasm is necessary; 
experience is not. 


WOMONSPACE 
1999 CALENDARS 
STILL AVAILABLE! 


Our gorgeous wimmin-loving-wimmin 

1999 calendars, featuring black-and- 

White photographs submitted by local 

lesbians, are still available at Orlando 
Books. All proceeds go towards the 


cost of publishing Womonspace News. 


To reserve your copy, please contact 
any Womonspace board member or 
phone Lindy, 483-4080. 


QUOTE 


| recently attended a workshop for writers 
facing terminal illnesses, mostly cancer or 
AIDS. As the evening unfolded, it became 
increasingly obvious that the straight women 
with breast cancer and the gay women with 
breast cancer had divergent concerns. The 
straight women repeatedly expressed fears 
that they were losing their feminity or their 
sexuality. They were afraid that 
husbands/boyfriends would abandon them 
post-mastectomy. A number had stories of 
men who had done exactly that. Some feared 
never being able to attract a man again. The 
lesbians, on the other hand, were primarily 
concerned with death. They did not associate 
mastectomy with loss of femininity or 
sexuality and did not express primary fears 
about being abandoned by their lover or 
about losing their ability to attract another. 
Sarah Schulman 
Stagestruck: Theatre, AIDS, and the Marketing of 
Gay America, Duke U Press, 1998. 


To advertise in 


Womonspace News 
call 482-1794 
NEW RATES FOR 1999: 


Business card size: $20 
Quarter-page: $30 
Half-page: $50 


(Classified ads are free for members) 
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SPEAKING OF NORMAL 


Family Ties 

by Liz Masstah, MSW, RSW (415-5434) 

Reams and reams have been written about 
connection and misconnection in families. 
There are claims we ate helpless in the face of 
family patterns, claims that such patterns have 
very little influence on us and claims on just 
about every view in between. The self-help 
industry is flooded with opinions on such ties, 
links that connect us to one another. How do 
we keep ourselves connected to our 
family—tied to them, so to speak? 

Family ties often show up as rituals and 
traditions. Some are easy to notice and relatively 
easy to live with. Ask yourself: what do we 
always do at Hanukkah, Christmas, Solstice... 
eat turkey, listen to _4 Child’s Christmas in Wales 
as we eat shortbread in front of the tree on 
Christmas Eve, light the menorah in a certain 
way, etc. 

Want to test the power of family rituals? Try 
changing a small part of your usual traditions 
and see who fusses. One year my brother 
suggested putting oranges and cloves in the 
cranberry sauce. I told him that was fine, but he 
couldn’t put it in the crystal sauce bowl because 
that is where the “real” cranberry sauce goes. 
Then we chuckled at having tripped over one of 
the traditions that ties us together as brother 
and sister. Once I snuck almond flavouring into 
some of the shortbread—what a fuss!|—but it 
disappeared as fast as the usual kind. 

Not all family ties revolve around such 
rituals, such relatively low-stress factors as 
almond flavoured shortbread. There are ties of 
secrecy, patterns of behaviour often related to 
abuses (substance, emotional, physical, sexual), 
ties of emotional closeness and distance 


(sometimes called co-dependency), ties of shared 
attitudes, beliefs and experiences. 

One technique used by family therapists is a 
genogram, a form of family tree which shows 
patterns in families that often repeat over several 
generations... the “old maid/confirmed bachelor” 
who lived with her/his “friend” for years; men 
dying at a certain age; a grandparent who was 
known as “mean” (a common euphemism for 
violent to spouse and/or kids), etc. 

In the gay men’s group I co-facilitate, each 
member prepares and presents his own genogram 
to the group. Comments from the rest of the 
group help illuminate what has often been a 
mystery to the presenter. Suddenly he starts to see 
patterns emerging, see the people who followed 
the expected rules in the family and those who 
didn’t. Other group members see similarities to 
their own families and feel less alone. 

One thing that often comes up when working 
with genograms is the fact that absent, even 
deceased members of the family still exert huge 
influences, often becoming larger than life; they 
are deified into saintly martyrs, for example, or 
rotten, selfish so-and-so’s. The patterns transcend 
time, generations and even connection. Relatives 
you may have very little connection with can 
sometimes repeat the same sorts of patterns. And 
it’s not just within families—pattems show up at 
work, with friends, in intimate relationships, etc. 
Sometimes people decide that in order to break 
these patterns they need to sever their family ties 
and “divorce” their family. Yet often these same 
people find the patterns continuing even after 
contact is broken off. This is not to suggest that 
splitting with family members is not necessary at 
times; it’s just not always easy. And it may not 
alter the pattern’s impact as much as hoped. 

One of the major challenges to this kind of 
change is loyalty. As kids we have to be loyal in 
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order to survive; it is a basic part of the 
parent/child relationship—not only in our 
bitth/adoptive family, but in our chosen families 
as well. In friendship, unswerving loyalty is often 
expected, a given. 

The demands of loyalty are often very strong: 
to the alcoholic mom, the schizophrenic brother 
no one talks about, the friend who continually 
borrows money. When breaking free of old 
patterns becomes difficult, look at whether part 
of you is insisting that loyalty be maintained. In 
these instances, the decision to slip away from the 
control of less-than-helpful ties is supported by 
what some therapists call “video talk.” ‘Think 
precisely of what it is you need, as though you 
were directing a video of the situation. Then 
create it, bit by bit, until it looks, feels, sounds, 
smells, seems just right. Tell the censor in your 
head to take a break as you experiment. Have fun 
with it; keep directing the video until you know 
what you want and can sense it strongly in the 
“video” in your heart and in your soul. And know 
what you need to have it—maybe it’s going to 
Cocaine Anonymous three times a week, maybe 
it’s writing to your siblings about your abuser; or 
it’s saying no and zof chairing a committee 
(standing up to a family tie of being “good” or 
“unselfish”). 

Perhaps you will feel awkward or guilty for 
even thinking of making a change. It’s all right: at 
this point, it’s all in your own heart and mind. 
Give it a dry run, or two or three... and when you 
feel ready and safe, try it for real. 

Ultimately, we know that one way or another, 
out family ties will always be part of our lives. 
There are lots of ways the situation can change if 
it needs to, and lots that can be learned, whether 
we have healthy, supportive birth/adoptive 
families or we find love and support in our 
chosen families. 


LETTER OF THANKS 
Sheryl Anne McInnes 


I would like to thank everyone for all their 
expressions of sympathy, memorial 
donations, cards, Emails, flowers, food, visits 
and phone calls at the time of the death of 
my beloved Sheryl. Special thanks to Sheryl’s 
friends and colleagues at the University of 
Alberta, the Sociology Department, Dr. 
Judith Golec, Fiona Nelson, Lynn Van 
Reede, and the Graduate Student 
Association. Thanks also to all who shared 
their memories of Sheryl at her memorial 
service, Rev. Kelly Higgins, Gloria Filax, Dr. 
Douglas Wahlsten for Dr. Susan McDaniel, 
Dr. Douglas Aoki, Councillor Michael Phair 
and Aimee Kuefler for her son Matt, Evelyn 
Violini, Jacqueline Dumas, Julie Ann LeGras 
and Sheryl’s daughter Karen. 

I would like to thank Dr. Tammy Home 
for the use of her car for three weeks, Walter 
Downey and the staff of St. Andrew's Centre, 
Liz Massiah and Anna Hanschar and my pot 
luck friends for their assistance. The support 
of Barb Heather, Lisa Austin and Trudy 
Richardson has also been invaluable. I would 
also like thank the Board and members of 
Womonspace, especially Lindy and Laurie, 
for dedicating their 1999 calendar to Sheryl's 
memory. Thanks also to Times .10 and 
Dennis Cambly for your coverage of Sheryl's 
death. 

My deep appreciation to my friends and 
family, especially my daughter Pat, for your 
love and support that has sustained me at this 
most difficult time of my life. I will continue 
to need your support as I construct a life 
without Sheryl. 

Maureen Irwin 
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1999 HOROSCOPES 
Yearly queerly forecast { 


by Honeypot 


ARIES: The new year may dawn with 99 
tears, but there'll be plenty of joy to your 
world starting around Valentine’s Day. Add 
some more vibrant shades to your summer 
wardrobe. Watch your cholesterol. 
TAURUS: If you were a good girl for the 
past 12 months, you should already be 
reaping the rewards. Those of you bull-dykes 
who still don’t get it are advised to try a little 
aromatherapy. Smell ya later. 

GEMINI: Life in the fast lane is getting 
mighty crowded as the end of the millentum 
approaches. You know where the road forks 
and why; move things into high gear or find 
a permanent parking spot. Watch out for 
photo radar. 

CANCER: Home is where the heatt is, 
particularly for you water types. That doesn’t 
mean you have to squelch the urge to travel; 
you can savour earthly delights and still soar 
with the best of them. Enjoy the flight. 
LEO: Is stuff happening in your life or 
what! That luscious lion-tamer you’ve been 
sO nervous around ts going to be good for 
you. Relax, rejoice, reboot—a hot “n’ heavy 
cyber-romance beckons in late summer. 
VIRGO: Three words, honey: GET OVER 
IT. She’s not the reason you’re so unhappy. 
You’ve spent way, way, way too much time 
wondering ‘if only...’ This can be a year of 
tremendous transformation, but you must be 
open to receive. 


LIBRA: Getting back to nature is only half the 
battle. There are compelling reasons to 
maintain your ties to civilization. The savage 
within your heart can get juiced up without 
being tied down. April is the coolest month; 
July brings a hot date and a new tattoo. 
SCORPIO: Black is the colour of your true 
love’s stare. She’ll take you back only when you 
apologize for taking her for granted. Until 
you’re ready to do this, and mean it, it’s going 
to be a long, cold winter. Spring brings your 
usual mucking and fucking around. 
SAGITTARIUS: The weight of the entire 
world is not on your shoulders—tt just feels 
that way sometimes. Keep treating yourself to 
healing massage, good food, good company... 
and Shirley, goodness and Marcie will follow 
you into 2000. 

CAPRICORN: If time is a great cca hot 
sex is a total cure. Test out those sizzling new 
toys you got for Solstice... and if that doesn’t 
get your year off to a multi-orgasmic start, try 
testing them with a partner. (It lasts longer.) 
Expect a financial boost in May. 

AQUARIUS: Lady luck will put a songin your - 
heart in March, and June brings the strong 
possibility of a career move—but that doesn’t 
mean you should sleep with your boss. 
Sleeping with her wife will get you much 
further ahead. Don’t forget to floss. 

PISCES: Plant lots of root vegetables in your 
garden this year. To combat that restless, 
scattered, ungrounded feeling, you can’t beet 
this sage advice from Aunt Rosemary: there’s 
no thyme like the present to spice up your love 
life. Procrastination just doesn’t cut the 
mustard. Lettuce rejoice. 
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Celebration & Empowerment 
Pe — i 
eae 


JULIE C. Lov 
Barrister & Solicitor 


20 


pic 


(Y 


1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Rdmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 
Telephone 497-7755 


BRENDA L. LISTER PAUL 
CMA, CFP 
FINANCIAL PLANNER 


11523 - 100 AvENuUs 
ST£. 201, LE MARCHAND MANSION 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 

TSK OVS 

TELEPHONE (403). 944-2787 


BERKSHIRE FACSIMILE (403) 944-2827 
INVESTMENT Gaovr ino 


TOLL. FREE 1-888-220-2702 


WIN A TOASTER OVEN! 
Womonspace 19994 


membership drive 


(YES, WE’RE RECRUITING) 
Everyone who purchases or renews a 
Womonspace membership before March 
20, 1999 will be eligible to win a Black & 
Decker toaster oven (value $70). 
The winning name will be drawn at the 


March dance. 
(If you have just recently joined or renewed 
your membership and want to get in on the draw, you may 
extend your membership for another year 
and be eligible for the prize.) 


t Products forthe 
STII ‘S3alA Kayemxag 


896 Commercial Dr. 
(at Venables) 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Canada V5L 3Y5 {+ 


Tel: (604) 254-2543 
Fax: (604) 254-5472 Se 


Mail Order 
1-888-WYM-WARE 


: 


Wwww.wolnynsware.col 


Siam] 


Providing an Environment, 


OrLANpO 
BOOKS 


Edmonton's lesbian-owned, 
feminist bookstore with a 
fine selection of titles 
for women. 

10123 Whyte Ave., T6E 1Z5 
432-7633 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 15 


Womonspace 


DANCE 


Saturday, January 1% 


Alberta Avenue Hall 
(210 - 11S Avenue 
4pm - | AM 
FOR WOMEN ONLY 
omoking will be permitted 
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i WOMONSPACE MEMBERSHIP FORM 
| Box 128 Main P O, Edmonton AB T5J 3K4 Phone: 482-1794 
Confidentiality Assured 


{ 
| 
f 
NAME(S) i 
ADDRESS CEN i 
POS LEAL CODE PHONE [ 
12-Month Membership Fee: $15/single $25/couple (with one newsletter) 

[ 


$15/Associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only). 
Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (low income available) 


/ New Member () Renewal) Associate) I would like to be a volunteer YesU) NoU ; 
Please mail my newsletter to my home U 
H I will pick up the newsletter at dances/events Total enclosed $ i 
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